
COMMISSIONER WORK SESSION OF DECEMBER 7, 2020 
 
The Commissioner Work Session of December 7, 2020 was called to order at 6:32 p.m.  The 
announcement of Public Meetings was ready by the Administrator.  The meeting was 
held via GoToMeeting.  In attendance were Mayor Rochford, Commissioner Kasko, 
Commissioner Bianco Bezich, the Borough Administrator, Borough Solicitor and Borough 
Clerk. 
 
The Administrator then opened the meeting for public comments.  None were made at 
this time. 
 
The Commissioners were advised that the Haddonfield Outdoor Sculpture Trust (HOST) 
group has another sculpture that they are bringing to town.  It is a female fast 
walker/runner.  This is slated to be placed just to the right while facing the Polished Plate 
on Kings Highway.  The Administrator commented that the highway is getting full of 
statues and has requested that HOST review any additions with the Borough before 
getting any more for the highway.  Commissioner Kasko expressed concern that this new 
statue would interfere with use of the fire hydrant close to where it is to be installed.  Mayor 
Rochford expressed concerns about this being a distraction for drivers.  The 
Commissioners all agreed to allow the placement. 
 
The Commissioners then reviewed a request from a store opening on Haddon Avenue in 
the spring of 2021.  They want to have a table and tent in front of their future store a 
couple of times a week prior to the opening of the business.  They are also hoping to 
partner with other businesses on Kings Highway that will allow them to set up their tent on 
Kings Highway.  The Administrator expressed her concerns about allowing this use when 
we don’t allow the current businesses to do so, especially during the pandemic.  She is 
also concerned about the length of time they are requesting this use be allowed.  Mayor 
Rochford asked if there was a tent policy in place.  The Administrator replied we do not; 
they are only allowed on a case-by-case basis at this time.  The Mayor expressed his 
concerns that this would spark more such requests in the future and he is not sure that this 
is a look we want in our downtown.  Commissioner Kasko pointed out that with the 
restrictions placed on gyms it could be a while before they are allowed to even open.  
Due to the current circumstances he could see giving approval once or twice before 
they open, but not for this long of a period.  He also believes it should be a canopy with 
open sides.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich stated that she did not see how this would 
generate business for them and would like to get more information.  The Commissioners 
all agreed more information was needed. 
 
A banner request was then reviewed, which is not for a specific event in town.  The 
sponsor is trying to raise money for Rotoplast International, Inc., which deals with treating 
children with cleft anomalies. This is in conjunction with Haddonfield Rotary Club.  The 
Administrator noted that the banner policy states the criteria for approving banners as 
follows:  1) organization must primarily serve or benefit Haddonfield residents and/or 
organizations, 2) must be for EVENTS in Haddonfield, not for information, issues or events 
that are political in nature, and 3) events that provide for Health and Welfare (i.e. Blood 
Bank)are given priority over other events.  Mayor Rochford noted the banners for Feed 
My Starving Children that have previously been allowed.  The Commissioners also 



reviewed the sponsorship requirement for banners. The Commissioners then agreed to 
allow the banner at this time. 
 
The Administrator advised the Commissioners that the 2019 Audit Report has been 
received.  There are no comments for this year, nor are there any findings.  A resolution 
will be added to the December 14th agenda to accept and advertise the audit.  The 
Commissioners agreed. 
 
Next, the Administrator reviewed the need for Budget Transfers.  She specifically 
commented that over the last few years the numbers of dogs and cats licensed in town 
and dropped.  Approximately two years ago we started budgeting $1,000 in the current 
fund to assist in covering the costs, which has not been enough.  We will need to transfer 
$6,000 into the animal control account.  She also suggested that starting in 2021 the 
Animal Control Officer’s fees be paid by the current fund and all other expenses covered 
in the animal fund.  The Commissioner agreed.  Mayor Rochford asked if we could look 
into allowing the animal licenses to be paid online, which the Administrator stated she 
would look into with the CFO.  The Administrator then reviewed the other transfers that 
were necessary.  The Commissioners agreed to add this resolution to the December 14th 
agenda. 
 
A request from a resident to purchase a municipal flag for his property was reviewed.  It 
was noted that we have never sold these in the past.  The Commissioners agreed to allow 
residents to purchase the flags directly from the vendor at their own costs. 
 
The Administrator then reviewed the December appointments that would be expiring.  
Commissioner Bianco Bezich also announced that there are three vacancies on the 
Human Relations Commission that will be filled either in December or January.  The 
Commissioners agreed to approved the expiring appointments as long as the 
appointee’s attendance is good. 
 
The Requests for Proposal (RFP) process for the Planning Board (PB) and Zoning Board (ZB) 
Solicitors was reviewed by the Administrator.  She advised that there were two proposals 
for the PB and three for the ZB.  The ZB subcommittee has conducted interviews of all 
three candidates and she is reviewing their ratings information on those.  The PB has 
determined that they will remain with the current solicitor.  Mayor Rochford asked what 
the Commissioner’s roll is for this process.  The Administrator advised that it is just 
budgetary. 
 
A request for a resolution for the Board of Commissioners from Long Hill Township 
regarding the NJ State Legislature accept its responsibility to administer the provisions of 
the Affordable Housing Act and stay further action until such times as it has promulgated 
rules governing its implementation. was briefly reviewed.  Commissioner Kasko indicated 
that at most he would be willing to send a letter in support.  The Commissioners agreed 
that a letter could be written. 
 
The December 14th meeting agenda was reviewed.  Specifically discussed was the need 
to authorized change drawers in two additional offices.  Commissioner Kasko indicated 
that he did not see the need for this, but was willing to approve as long as the CFO felt 



they were necessary.  The Administrator then reviewed the new RFPs on the agenda – 
Auditor Services and Computer Security Services.  The 2021 Meeting Schedule was the 
discussed.  The Administrator suggested a different date for the annual Board of Health 
Meeting rather than the first Monday of January, when there is a short public meeting to 
open the books and a work session.  The Commissioners agreed to hold the Board of 
Heather meeting on January 12th at 6:30 p.m.  The Commissioners then discusses whether 
or not they would approve a meeting schedule for themselves past the May Local 
Election date.  They agreed to approve a schedule through the end of the year at this 
time.  They also moved the May 11th meeting start time to 7:00 p.m. 
 
Commissioner Bianco Bezich provided a report from Partnership for Haddonfield, LLC 
(PfH).  The recent number of ribbon cuttings was discussed, with the possibility of setting 
a schedule for such events.  Commissioner Kasko noted that in the past these were 
typically set up for weekends, or 6:00 p.m. during the week if necessary.  The 
Commissioners talked about some of the issues that have come up recently and made 
various suggestions for moving forward.  The Administrator suggested that during the 
pandemic only one Commissioner should commit to attending each ribbon cutting.  
Commissioner Bianco Bezich also commented that when taking pictures to make sure 
that everyone has their mouth and nose covered, or at least six feet apart from everyone.  
The Administrator advised that PfH would be starting their budget process soon. 
 
As there were no further items to be discussed, Commissioner Bianco Bezich made a 
motion at 7:44 p.m. to go into closed session to discuss negotiations on a PILOT program 
for Bancroft and vacant property negotiations.  Commissioner Kasko seconded the 
motion, which was approved unanimously. 
 
The Commissioners returned from Closed Session at 8:38 p.m. where the motion had 
included adjourning the meeting. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Deanna Bennett, RMC 
Borough Clerk 
 
 


